
  

ñSNLLXòðMASSACHUSETTS 

STATE SENATOR AND HANTS 

COUNTY BOY AT HEART!  
 

   Why East Hants is proud to claim  

   Tom Kennedy as one of our own 

άΧŀ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ǘŀƭŜ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΣ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜΦέ           
CǊŀƴŎƛǎ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ ό¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜ IŜǊŀƭŘΣ ф Wǳƭȅ нлмрύ 
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Massachusetts State 

Senator Thomas  

Kennedy 
 What connection does a Massachusetts   

State Senator have with East Hants, Nova 

Scotia? Why is Senator Tom (ñTommyò to his 

friends) Kennedy memorialized in a small rural museum on the Cob -

equid Bay shoreline? Read on to learn Tom Kennedyôs storyðhis intend-

ed vocation of the priesthood, the accident that changed all that, his tri-

umphant struggle to live a life not defined by the accident, his unswerv-

ing dedication to a life of service to the public, and his devotion and con-

tribution to the Nova Scotia home of his forebears. 

Senator Kennedy with his wife Clare 

Holmgren (Photo by Sharon Connolly, July 1999, 

courtesy of Clare) 
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Backgroundé 
  Thomas Patrick Kennedy was born in 1951 in 

Brockton, Massachusetts, to Irish-American par-

ents Robert Andrew Kennedy, Jr. and Mary 

Louise (Cruise) Kennedy. He was the youngest of 

four childrenðsisters Mary Kennedy Bardsley, 

M. Ann Kennedy Thibault, and brother Robert A. Kennedy III. He at-

tended public school in Brockton at St. Patrickôs School and Cardinal 

Spellman High School, graduating in 1969. His Ro-

man Catholic upbringing led him to enter the Mis-

sionary Congregation of the Oblates of Mary Immac-

ulate in New York with the intention of entering the 

priesthood. 

 Top: Tom with his mother Mary on St. Patrickôs Day (Photo courtesy of  Clare Holmgren)

Opposite: Tom with sister Mary Bardsley (Photo from The Chronicle-Herald, 9 July 2015) 
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A Reversal of Plansé  
  In 1970 when Tom was 19 years old, a horrific accident changed the 

direction of his life. After he had entered the New York seminary, while 

washing windows one day, he fell from a third-storey window, breaking 

his neck. The fall left him a quadriplegic, unable to care for himself or 

use his legs, having only limited use of his left 

arm, confined to a wheelchair, and having to un-

dergo extensive treatments and lengthy rehabili-

tation. That was the end of his plans for the 

priesthood. 

  His mobility, for the rest of his life, depended 

on his motorized chair and his long-time friend, 

caregiver, and eventually, wife Clare Holmgren, 

shown here with him.  (Photo from The Boston Sunday Globe, 29 June 2008) 
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Not an End, But a Beginningé 
  People like Tom Kennedy set the bar high for themselves, and there 

are always those who recognize that determination and capability in 

themé 

1974ðthe mayor of Brockton, David E. Crosby, invited Kennedy to be-

come his ombudsman, a role to which he was well suited. This was the 

beginning of his public service career.  

1978ðKennedy first ran for public office when he was elected city coun-

cillor for Ward 2 in Brockton.  

1983ðKennedy was elected Massachusetts State Rep-

resentative for the 9
th
 Plymouth District in Brockton. 

He held this position for 25 years. 
 Shown here with a microphone, Tom did not allow his disability to detract from his  

political message. (Photo from The Sunday Enterprise, 5 July 2015) 



с 

(Not an Endé contôd) 

2008ðKennedy won his State Senate seat for Brockton, Hanover, Whit-

man, Hanson, Halifax, and parts of Easton and East Bridgewater, which 

he held until his death.  

άLŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜŘ ōȅ ƛǘΣ 

ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŜǘ ¢ƻƳƳȅ YŜƴƴŜπ

ŘȅΣ ƘŜ Ǉǳǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳȅǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŬǊŜΦέ wŜǇΦ CǊŀƴƪ aΦ IȅƴŜǎ ό.ƻǎǘƻƴ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ DƭƻōŜΣ нф WǳƴŜ нллуύ 

ά̧ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΣ ƛƴǎǝƴŎǘǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘ ŀǊŜ ŀŘƳƛǊŀōƭŜΦ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ 

ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜ ōǳǘ ŀƴ 

ŜǾŜƴ ōŜǧŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ L ǿƛƭƭ Ƴƛǎǎ 

ȅƻǳΦέ {ŜƴΦ {ǘŜǾŜƴ /Φ tŀƴŀƎƛƻπ

ǘŀƪƻǎ όLƴ ŀ ƭŜǧŜǊ ǘƻ ά¢ƻƳέ ƻƴ tŀƴŀƎπ

ƛƻǘŀƪƻǎΩ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘτнн bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ 

 

άΧŀ ŦŀƛǘƘ-ŬƭƭŜŘ ƳŀƴΧ                                                                

ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǳǊπ

ƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎΦ Iƛǎ 

ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŀŎǝƻƴǎΣ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƻƴƭȅ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƪƛƴŘπ

ƴŜǎǎΦέ ό¢ƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ 9ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘΣ с Wǳƭȅ нлмрύ 

άΩIŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦŜƭǘ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ 

ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ 

ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΣΩ ǎŀƛŘ 

.ǊƻŎƪǘƻƴ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎƳŀƴ DŜƻǊƎŜ /ŀǊπ

ƴŜȅΣ ŀ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦέ aŀǊƛŀ 
tŀǇŀŘƻǇƻǳƭƻǎ ό¢ƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜΣ р 

Wǳƭȅ нлмрύ 

όtƘƻǘƻ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜ-IŜǊŀƭŘΣ ф Wǳƭȅ нлмрύ 

A true son of 

Ireland and   

Nova Scotia 
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His Government Rolesé 
House of Representativesé 
* Vice-Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee 

* Chairman of the House Post Audit and Oversight Committee 

* Member of Committees on Ethics, Government Regulations, Insurance,  

   and Natural Resources and Agriculture 

* Speaker of the House to the Special House Ad Hoc Committee on Adoption 

Senateé 

* Chairman of Joint Committee on Consumer Protection and Professional  

    Licensure, and Joint Committee on Election Laws 

* Vice-Chairman of Veterans Affairs 

* Member of Ways and Means Committee 

* Special Senate Committee on Opioid Addiction Prevention, Treatment  

   and Recovery Options 
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His Accomplishmentsé 
* Undergraduate degrees from Massasoit Community College and Stonehill College 

* Masterôs degree from Harvard Universityôs John F. Kennedy School  of Government 

* 1978ðnamed Honorary Oblate by the Missionary Congregation of Oblates of Mary     

 Immaculate 

* 2011ðIrish Honors Award for Public Service (Boston Irish Reporter) 

* Legislator of the Yearðnamed by  

  National Association of Home Health and        

         Hospice Care 

 National Association for Home Care 

 Massachusetts Visiting Nurses Association 

 Massachusetts Home and Health Association     

(Photo from The Sunday Enterprise, 5 July 

2015) 

9ƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎ ƛƴ мфуоΣ άƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ мсл 
ƭŀǿƳŀƪŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƘŜŜƭŎƘŀƛǊΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ Χ 
ώŀƴŘϐ ŀŘŘŜŘ ΨώƘƛǎϐ ƻǿƴ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ 
ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜŀƭƳ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘΦΩέ WƻǎŜǇƘ aŀǊƪƳŀƴ ό¢ƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜΣ р Wǳƭȅ нлмрύ  
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Member of these Boards of Directors... 
* New England Board of Higher Education 

* New England Sinai Hospital 

* Trinity Catholic Academy 

* St. Josephôs Manor Nursing Home 

Left: Tom is shown admiring the Stanley Cup 
(Photo from The Sunday Enterprise) 

Right: Sharing a laugh with former President 

Bill Clinton (Photo courtesy of Clare Holmgren) 

ά¢ƻƳ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǇƻƭƛǝŎǎΦ bƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǇƻƭƛǝŎƛŀƴΣ ōǳǘ ōŜπ

ŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎΦ LŦ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ƘŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ 

ƴŜȄǘ ǝƳŜ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ ȅƻǳΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦέ bƻǊŀƘ .ŀǊǊȅ aŀƭƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǊŀ aŀƭƭƻǊȅ 
ό¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜ-IŜǊŀƭŘΣ ф Wǳƭȅ нлмрύ 

ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ƘŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘΦ Iƛǎ ŜȅŜǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ 

ǿŀƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛǘΦέ bƻǊŀƘ .ŀǊǊȅ aŀƭƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǊŀ aŀƭƭƻǊȅ ό¢ƘŜ 

/ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜ-IŜǊŀƭŘΣ ф Wǳƭȅ нлмрύ 

ά{ŜƴΦ /ƭŀƛǊŜ /ǊƻƴƛƴΥ IŜ ǿŀǎ ΨƴŜǾŜǊ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ 

ǎŜƭŦ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜΧΦIŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǘŀƪŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΦΩέ WƻǎŜǇƘ aŀǊƪƳŀƴ ό¢ƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 9ƴπ

ǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜΣ р Wǳƭȅ нлмрύ 


