
Annual General Report—2024-2025 

The Annual General Meeting for 2024-2025 is 
scheduled for December 4, 2025 at 7:30 pm, 
and will be conducted on ZOOM.  

Notice of the meeting has been circulated in the 
November and December newsletters, as well 
as on the Society’s Facebook page.  

The link to the Zoom meeting will be posted on 
these pages on December 1, 2025. 

 

All interested parties are welcome to join the meeting, but only members may vote on 
motions. 

Please review the following documents to prepare yourself for the meeting. Please note 
that the various reports will not be read in full during the meeting; however, main points in 
each report will be reviewed. 

 

Agenda 

 Opening remarks 
 Acceptance of agenda 
 Review of minutes of 2023-2024 AGM 
 Business arising from the minutes 
 Financial Report 
 Committee Reports 
 New Business 
 Election of Board Members 

 



President’s Message 

This year has marked another stage in what continues to be a rewarding learning curve. Taking 
on the role of president as someone under thirty has meant growing alongside the Society—
figuring out how to lead while still building my own experience. I remain committed to this 
position and to the work that lies ahead, and I’m grateful for the trust placed in me. 

The ongoing volunteer shortage remains one of our most pressing challenges. Even with fewer 
hands, our focus on our mission and mandate has stayed steady. The Society is strong because 
its members are determined, resourceful, and deeply protective of the history we safeguard. 
That commitment has carried us through another productive fiscal year. 

Our internal structure has continued to improve. The development and implementation of new 
policies and procedures have strengthened our operations, given us more clarity, and prepared 
us for long-term sustainability. These improvements are helping shape a more organized and 
resilient organization—one better equipped to support volunteers, employees, and future 
leadership. 

The museum itself has seen meaningful progress as well. Repairs to the front door were a 
crucial step in preventing further deterioration, and they represent the continuation of broader 
eƯorts to improve and care for the building. 

Our collection has continued to grow, with the acquisition of several important historical items 
that enrich our understanding of our region’s past. Each piece strengthens the story we are 
able to tell and ensures that the heritage of our community is recorded and protected. 

A significant milestone this year was the naming of the research centre at 70 Park Road in 
Elmsdale in honour of one of our long-serving contributors and educators.  

We also continue to expand our digital footprint. Improving our online presence allows us to 
reach a wider audience, promote our mission, and make history accessible beyond the walls of 
the museum. Digital preservation and digital outreach are both becoming essential to how we 
operate, and we are steadily building our capacity in both areas. 

As we look toward the upcoming year, our focus remains clear: strengthen the organization, 
preserve our heritage, and engage the broader public in the stories that define our community. 
The work is ongoing, and I am honoured to continue leading it. 

 

 

Respectively submitted, Greg Hussey, UE- President 



Minutes of the 2023-2024 Annual General Meeting 

 Opening Remarks: President Pat Whidden called the meeting to order, noting 
this was her final AGM as president.  

 The agenda for the 2024 AGM was declared accepted as amended. 
 After a summary of the minutes of the 2022-2023 AGM was reviewed, they were 

declared approved as posted in the Annual Report. 
Highlights of the Museum Report were given by Elizabeth Hill; i.e. visitors numbering 
661, and donations in the museum totaled $1,070.81. Two summer students were 
employed as guides from June 1 to August 30, and another local resident was employed 
for the month of September. Remarks in the guestbook were positive about visitors’ 
experience in the museum. The Open House was well attended, and demonstrations by 
volunteers were well received. Appreciation was expressed by the president to Liz Hill 
and to Andrew Hebda for their work on the Museum Committee. 

Pat Whidden summarized the Archive Report, highlighting the East Hants Municipal 
Reports, which also include mention of the County Home for the Poor; a collection of 
genealogical papers by Annie Wallace of Milford have been catalogued and uploaded 
into the Society’s Google Hub, and soon to be posted on the ehhs.ca website. She 
noted that use of the East Hants Google Hub by educators is not taking oƯ as yet, and 
even promoting the Hub for a program night brought only two teachers and one school 
board employee to the presentation. At present, access to the Hub is by request to 
info@ehhs.ca; in order to track its use.  

The Program Report was presented by Greg Hussey, who listed the programs presented 
from March to November:  

 Janice Fralic-Brown about the 1931 Canada Census 
 Greg Hussey on First World War records and how to navigate through them 
 Elinor Maher about the Maitland Ferry 
 Dr. Allan Marble and the History of Nova Scotia Poor Farms and specifically the 

East Hants Poor Farm in South Maitland 
 Holly Hanes-Morris described her work with the Society’s Cemetery Project 
 Dr. John Grant, Edward McDonell, and Patricia Whidden presented the East 

Hants Historical Society’s Curriculum Project 
 Andrew Hebda and  Sea Serpents and Sea Monsters of Nova Scotia 
 JeƯ Thurber and the Harvie Family’s Second World War Legacy.  



The Cemetery Report is as posted in the Annual report. The cataloguing of headstones, 
creating documentation of each, and uploading the data continues with the aim of 
providing useable information for researchers and genealogists. 

It was moved by John Grant and seconded by Andrew Hebda, that the meeting accept 
the above reports as posted in the Annual Report. The motion was passed by the 
meeting. 

The Financial Report was presented by Christine Whidden, who thanked the 
Municipality of East Hants for their generous support in the form of Tourism, 
Community, and Beautification grants; and also the Federal Government’s Skills and 
Summer Jobs and Community Revitalization Fund grants; which enables the hiring of  
museum guides, provides the space in Elmsdale for the Research Room and Archive 
Storage, purchase necessary hardware and supplies, and allows the Society to perform 
needed upgrades to the museum. The Society is also appreciative of the generosity of 
the museum visitors who donate, the members and public who attend the monthly 
program events, and those who assist financially when the call is made for donations. 
The details of the financial statements are posted in the Annual Report. 

 It was moved by the treasurer that these statements be approved by the 
meeting,  and then seconded by John Grant. The motion was approved by the 
meeting.  

 As there was no new business arising from the meeting Pat Whidden declared 
the AGM to be adjourned.  

Respectably submitted 
Christine Whidden, Membership Chair 

Annual Membership Report 

The members of the East Hants Historical Society are a dependable, committed group. 
Renewals of memberships are consistent throughout the year, and new members join 
through our Paypal site, as well as in person at our Program meetings. Memberships can 
also be renewed by mail—Unit 2-70 Park Road, Elmsdale, NS, B2S 2L2. 

As of October 31, 2025, the East Hants Historical Society has forty-one members in good 
standing. 

Respectably submitted 
Christine Whidden, Membership Chair 



2024-2025 Board of Directors 

Executive 
 President/Programs- Gregory Hussey (1 year as President, 6 years on BOD) 
 Vice- President- Andrew Hebda (1 year as Vice-President, 3 years on BOD) 
 Past President/Archives- Patricia Whidden (1 year as Past-President, 10 yrs on BOD) 
 Secretary- Christine Whidden (1 year as Secretary, 10 yrs on BOD) 
 Treasurer/Membership- Christine Whidden (10 years on BOD) 

Associates 
 Museum Chair- Elizabeth Hill (3 years on BOD) 
 Noel Shore & Lower Selma Cemetery Liaison- John McLellan (10 yrs on BOD) 
 John Grant (member-at-large, 3 years on BOD)  
 Marcel Dionne (member-at-large, 3 years on BOD) 
 Janice Lockyer (member-at-large 3 years on BOD) 

Resignations 

 Cemetery Chair- Holly Hanes-Morris 

Re-election 

 Christine Whidden 
 John McLellan 

Nominations 

 Devin Roach 

Annual Financial Report 

Grants received for the 2025 season came from the Municipality of East Hants, and the 
Government of Canada. The Society is eternally grateful for their support, which enables us 
to hire Historical Interpreters and continue the renovations and restorations for the Lower 
Selma Museum, and operate the Research Centre in Elmsdale. Membership fees, 
collections at the Museum and at Program Nights, donations from wonderful people who 
are interested in the Society’s continuing work to preserve the rich history of East Hants 
also help and are gratefully received. 

This year, the Society joined many other historical societies in an online fundraising venture 
called Halftime 50/50, operated by the Nova Scotia Sports Hall of Fame. It promises to be a 



significant source of income for the Society. In addition to our Grand in the Hand ticket 
sales, and sales of dishcloths and scrubbies crocheted by our intrepid Anne Boudreau and 
books sold at the Museum rounded out the Society’s revenue. 

An unfortunate lapse in attention by the Treasurer in submitting timely statements to 
Canada Revenue Agency resulted in suspension of the Society’s charitable status. I take 
full responsibility for this happening, and worked through the Charities Directorate’s 
instructions to apply for reinstatement. I am happy to report a successful reinstatement of 
charitable status for the Society. The experience was an enormous learning experience. 

Respectively submitted, 
Christine Whidden, Treasurer 
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The East Hants Historical Society
Income Statement 11-01-2024 to 10-31-2025

 
REVENUE

Revenue
Grants 47,473.00
Interest Earned 32.64
Membership fees paid 240.00

NET REVENUE 47,745.64

Other Revenue
Collection at Meetings 676.10
Collection at Museum 475.60
Charitable Donations 3,868.53
Cemetery Donations 100.00
- Less Cemetery Disbusements -100.00
Balance Cemetery Donations -100.00
Fundraising Proceeds (ticket sal... 2,088.00
TOTAL DONATIONS 2,088.00

REVENUE PLUS DONATIONS 7,108.23

SALES
Sale of Scrubbies and Dishcloths 626.00
Sale of Books 69.00
TOTAL SALES 695.00

Total Other Revenue 695.00

TOTAL REVENUE 55,548.87

EXPENSE

Payroll Expenses
Wages & Salaries 11,067.89
EI Expense 262.79
CPP Expense 609.03
Payroll Taxes Paid 3,324.99

Total Payroll Expense 15,264.70

General & Administrative Expe...
Accounting & Legal 1,139.50
Building Repairs Capital Expense 2,203.50
Business Fees & Assoc Member... 293.18
Cleaning Supplies 57.47
Fundraising Expenses & Service ... 1,299.96
Credit Card Charges 31.91
Donations 312.15
Equipment 150.75
Insurance 3,105.00
Interest & Bank Charges 41.80
Office Supplies & Expenses 1,569.58
Preservation & Presentation Exp... 608.87
Program Expenses 959.80
Professional Development 22.50
Professional Services Rendered 623.25
Rent 15,614.40
Repair & Maintenance 4,468.92
Repairs to Museum 1,266.41
Telephone & Internet 2,976.33
Travel Expense 757.70
Utilities Heat, Power, Water 1,140.14

Total General & Admin. Expen... 38,643.12

TOTAL EXPENSE 53,907.82

Printed On: 11-13-2025
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The East Hants Historical Society
Income Statement 11-01-2024 to 10-31-2025

 
NET INCOME 1,641.05

Printed On: 11-13-2025
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The East Hants Historical Society
Balance Sheet As at 10-31-2025

 
ASSET

Current Assets
Items to be deposited 700.50
Petty Cash 48.06
Savings Account 0.01
Chequing Account 33,678.85
Rafflebox Deposit Account -0.03
Credit Union Shares Account 50.00
Total Cash 34,477.39
Accounts Receivable 1,536.25
HST Federal 4,631.10
HST Provincial 4,058.91
Total Receivable 10,226.26

Total Current Assets 44,703.65

Capital Assets
Office Furniture & Equipment 2,792.71
Net - Furniture & Equipment 2,792.71
Building 40,070.92
Net - Building 40,070.92
Land Kennetcook 7,400.00

Total Capital Assets 50,263.63

TOTAL ASSET 94,967.28

LIABILITY

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable 844.05
Accounts Payable -1,608.69
Vacation payable -977.52
EI Payable 2,346.58
CPP Payable 3,432.76
Federal Income Tax Payable 2,321.49
Total Receiver General 8,100.83
Deduction 1 Payable 60.89
GST/HST Paid on Purchases 9,943.53
GST/HST Payroll Deductions -5,968.51
GST/HST Owing (Refund) 3,975.02
Prepaid Sales/Deposits 1,536.25

Total Current Liabilities 11,930.83

TOTAL LIABILITY 11,930.83

EQUITY

Owners Equity
Retained Earnings - Previous Year 81,395.40
Current Earnings 1,641.05

Total Owners Equity 83,036.45

TOTAL EQUITY 83,036.45

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 94,967.28

Printed On: 11-13-2025



 
 

Museum Committee Annual Report 

To begin the year, the Society addressed the ongoing challenge of limited and aging volunteer 
capacity by hiring two individuals to clean the museum ahead of opening for the season. 

The Society received one grant this 
summer, which allowed us to hire a single 
interpreter for the season. Hope 
Beaudoin re-joined us in this role, working 
35 hours per week at a rate of $18.00 per 
hour. She worked weekends throughout 
the season, from June 6th to September 
28th, with Mondays and Tuesdays as her 
scheduled days oƯ. The museum 
remained closed on those two days each 
week. 

The museum operated seven hours per day for a total of 84 days this season. 

Visitation for the 2025 season was as follows: 
June—Nova Scotia 66, Canada 21, United States 8, International 7; total 102. 
July—Nova Scotia 110, Canada 33, United States 2, International 0; total 145. 
August—Nova Scotia 130, Canada 26, United States 16, International 13; total 185. 
September—Nova Scotia 46, Canada 22, United States 11, International 7; total 86. 

Overall summer visitation included: 
Nova Scotia 352, Canada 102, United States 37, International 27, for a grand total of 518 
visitors. This averages approximately six visitors per day. 

In August, we hosted an “Open House” featuring a BBQ along with traditional craft 
demonstrations and displays. This event was well attended, with 40 visitors signing the guest 
book and $187.50 received in donations. 

Total donations and merchandise sales for the year were as follows: 
Donations: $650.85 
Merchandise sales at the museum: $102.50 
Scrubby sales at Beyond the Wharf Artisans Shop: $483.00 
For a grand total of $1,236.35. 



Maintenance work has continued into the fall, including sanding and painting the floor and 
wainscoting on the lower walls. This project will carry on through the fall and is expected to be 
completed in the spring. 

Additional volunteers—especially younger volunteers—would greatly enhance our ability to 
carry out the many projects we hope to undertake. Increased participation would help ensure 
the museum’s operations, improvements, and programming continue to thrive. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Elizabeth Hill, Museum Chair 

Archive Committee Annual Report 

We are happy that we 
have received several 
great donations to our 
archives this year.  

In addition, and to 
honour Peter Ashley, a 
significant supporter 
of East Hants 
Historical Society and 
donor of both time 
and material, we 
named the Research 
Room at our 70 Park 

Road, Elmsdale, facility The Peter L. M. Ashley Research Room.  

 

Donations included; 

 Margaret Annand Collection, donated by family, and containing many books, 
binders of history and genealogical material relating to East Hants and Colchester 
County. 

 The Peter Ashley Collection—boxes of organized and labeled files concerning the 
history of East Hants communities. 

 Documents pertaining to the meetings and activities of the Upper Rawdon Women’s 
Institute, brought to us by Joyce Custance. 



 Newspaper items, obituaries, and other random history and genealogy items 
collected over the years by Lawrin Armstrong, Urbania. 

 Signature quilt done by members of the Shubenacadie Presbyterian Church with 
focus on the Rev. John Murray, 1898/99, and donated by his great-granddaughter, 
Kathy Harriot. 

 A wedding dress with coat, handmade by the bride Gertrude Edna McLearn of 
Selma, and donated by a descendant, Gail Gordon. 

 Three bankers’ boxes containing de-archived files belonging to the Municipality. 
 Collection of postcards—Noel, Walton, and Gaspereaux, plus a photo of Silas 

O’Brien’s daughters of Noel. Donated by Leslie McMunn of Langford, BC. 
 Documents pertaining to aspects of agriculture—construction and use of forage 

machines, manure spreaders, assembly of farmhand implements, donated by Pat 
Whidden. 

 Photographs of now replaced bridges in Nine Mile River, Milford, and Lantz. Photos 
taken by Phyllis Thompson and donated by her daughter Colleen Edgett. 

 A printed and framed portrait of John Trumbull's notable painting, The Death of 
General Warren at the Battle of Bunker's Hill, June 17, 1775 from the Municipality of 
East Hants, depicting Col. John Small 

Documents we receive are filed in one of several ways: 

 Lateral file, in which files are numbered and entered into a searchable database. 
These files are used for the Google Hub site, containing scanned copies of 
documents in the files and available on request. 

 Obituary Books that are updated annually and available at 70 Park and the museum. 
 Family files, which contain random items—births, marriages, events, etc., and are 

available at 70 Park. 
 Community files, which contain random news items not specific to individuals but 

to community happenings. 
 The Peter Ashley Collection, for which a finding aid is currently being constructed. 

Four items have been added to our ehhs.ca site: 

 The names of the Charter Members of the Society added to Society/About The 
EHHS. 

 The Lives of the Pioneers by Major A. Thompson of Nine Mile River 
 The Nine Mile River Nine by Sid Parker  
 Normandy Bound—3rd Canadian Regiment, Royal Canadian Artillery. 



We thank those who recognize the importance of their document collections and donate 
them to our Society. Every item adds to our understanding of our community and family 
history. 

 
Respectively submitted, 
Archives Chair, Patricia Whidden 

Programs Committee Annual Report 

This past year offered a thoughtful and engaging program series, bringing together stories, 
research, and community memory from across East Hants and beyond. Each monthly 
event provided an opportunity to explore the people, places, and histories that help define 
our region, with presentations delivered by knowledgeable speakers and partner 
organizations. These programs strengthened our understanding of local heritage and 
continued the Society’s tradition of sharing history with the wider community. 

April: The Life and Times of Merrill Miller — This month featured the Society’s own 
documentary work, presenting a filmed interview with Merrill Miller, a long-time resident of 
Lower Selma and Maitland. The program offered a personal and heartfelt portrait of 
community life through the eyes of someone who witnessed significant change across 
decades. 

May: Shubenacadie Canal Commission – Canadian Heritage Rivers Program — 
Representatives from the Shubenacadie Canal Commission spoke about their efforts to 
promote the Shubenacadie River for designation under the Canadian Heritage Rivers 
Program. Their presentation highlighted the cultural, environmental, and historical 
importance of the waterway and emphasized its value to East Hants and Nova Scotia as a 
whole. 

June: West Hants Historical Society with Gary Nelson — Gary Nelson presented on the 
history and future plans for Fort Edward, one of the most significant military sites in 
Atlantic Canada. With many Loyalist descendants in East Hants having ancestors 
stationed at the fort, the program underscored the deep historical ties between our 
communities. 

July: Public Show and Tell — Members and guests gathered for an open Show-and-Tell 
session, bringing personal artifacts, photographs, documents, and family stories to share.  

September: Genealogical Association of Nova Scotia featuring Dr. Paul Armstrong — Dr. 
Armstrong presented on the Ambrose Church Map Project, an ambitious initiative to 
preserve and digitize the detailed historical maps produced by Ambrose Church in the 19th 



century. The discussion shed light on their genealogical and geographic value for 
researchers. 

October: From Noel to the New Hebrides: Elizabeth O’Brien and the Presbyterian Mission, 
1859–1876 — Dr. Donald L. Forbes delivered a richly detailed account of Elizabeth 
O’Brien’s remarkable journey from Noel to the New Hebrides as part of the Presbyterian 
mission movement. The presentation illuminated an extraordinary story of local 
connection to global history. 

November: Film Screening – They Shall Not Grow Old — To close the program year, the 
Society hosted a public showing of Peter Jackson’s acclaimed film They Shall Not Grow 
Old. Through restored archival footage of the First World War, attendees experienced a 
powerful and deeply human look at the lives of soldiers during the conflict. 

These programs broadened our awareness of the histories that shape East Hants and 
fostered meaningful engagement across the community. Thank you to all presenters, 
partners, and attendees who supported this year’s events. We look forward to continuing 
our shared exploration of local heritage in the years ahead. 

Respectively submitted, 
Programs Chair, Gregory Hussey 

Cemetery Committee Annual Report 

The Board continued to support and oversee the ongoing East Hants Cemetery Project 
throughout the year. A renegotiated contract was signed in the winter of 2025 to ensure 
continued progress and stability for this important initiative. The contract is currently in the 
hands of Holly Hanes-Morris, who has been working through its requirements; the work 
outlined within it has not yet been completed but remains underway. 

Cataloguing cemeteries across East Hants continues to be a central focus. The long-term 
goal is to build a comprehensive, accessible record that will serve family researchers, 
genealogists, and community members seeking to trace local history. Every burial ground 
documented contributes valuable information about the people and families who shaped 
our region. 

The Board encourages residents to share information about lesser-known burial sites—
particularly those in wooded or remote areas that may be stumbled upon during outdoor 
activities such as hunting or hiking. Identifying these sites allows us to include them in the 
archive and ensures they are properly recognized and preserved. 



The Board remains committed to advancing this project and safeguarding this important 
part of East Hants’ heritage in the coming year. 

The 2024–2025 year has been one of steady progress, careful stewardship, and continued 
commitment to the preservation of East Hants history. Through the combined eƯorts of our 
volunteers, partners, and supporters, the Society has maintained its momentum in 
programs, archival work, museum operations, and long-term projects. Even in the face of 
ongoing volunteer challenges, the dedication of those involved has ensured that our 
mission continues to move forward. 

This Annual Report reflects the scope of that work—repairs and improvements to our 
museum, meaningful additions to our archival collections, thoughtful public programming, 
and renewed focus on organizational structure and sustainability. The year also brought 
moments of recognition and celebration, including the naming of the Peter L. M. Ashley 
Research Room and the continued strengthening of our online presence. 

As we gather for the Annual General Meeting and prepare for the year ahead, the Society 
remains grounded in its purpose: to preserve, protect, and share the stories of East Hants. 
The work is ongoing, and it is made possible by a community that values its past and sees 
its relevance to the future. With this foundation, we look forward to the opportunities and 
challenges of the coming year with confidence. 

Respectfully submitted, 
East Hants Historical Society Board 

 

 


