MIDLAND RAILWAY

In 1896 the Midland railway company wanted to build a railway
from Truro to Windsor. Truro was a good location because there
was already a train station, that was on the main line heading west.
In 1898 the company started to build the midland line.

The land from Truro to Windsor was rough with few settlers but
the largest obstacle was the Shubenacdie river. This river has the
highest tides ever recorded . You can still see the piers today.

Finally in 1901 the railway between Truro and Windsor was
completed, the train stopped at 16 different stations. [The train had
to stop for water twice] The stations were Windsor, Dimocks,
Mantua Brooklyn, Scotch Village, Mosherville, Stanley,
Clarksville, Midway, Kennetcook, Rhines, Upper Kennetcook,
Doddridge, Burtons, South Maitland, Green Oaks, Priceport Road,

Clifton, Lower Truro, Truro.

The distance from to Truro to Windsor was 58 miles. By the time
you left Windsor it took 2 hours and 20 mins to get to Truro, on the
Dailey mixed train.

The midland railine carried a mixture of train cars, flat cars for
carring lumber, they had livestock cars, box cars and passenger
cars. The train also carried tons of gipsim. These rail cars were
very important to the communities because they brought supplies.

For example Cox Bros Poultry had all the grain needed to feed
their chickens, brought to the siding in South Maitland. It was then
unloaded and trucked to the farm. This was important because
without the train the farm would have to truck grain from Truro.
Because at this time there was no car bridge over the Shubenacdie
river, like there is now. This meant the truck had to go to
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Shubenacdie then to Truro to the feed mill. This was the same for
Frieze and Roy’s general store. Their goods were delivered by train
as well. The train carried only freight on Mondays Wednesdays and
Fridays and a mixed every other day. The train did not run on
Sundays.

In 1905 the railway sold the railway to the dominion Atlantic
railway and became the Truro subdivision. Even though it was
called the Truro Subdivision, it was always know as the Midland
line. The DAR used the Midland railway line as a short cut to
Truro. Instead of sending trains, from Windsor to Halifax then to
Truro, they sent them from Windsor to Truro, which was less time
and miles. The DAR already owned rail lines from Windsor to the
Annapolis valley.

In 1950-1960 passenger rail traffic began to drop off, because
roads were being used more. On September 1979 the last mixed
train left from Windsor to Truro. This was the last passenger train
ever to run on the Midland line. The line was used for freight only
and on June 20 1983 all services ended on the midland line.
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By Patricia Royles,
South Maitland, First Prize winner
Essay Competition sponsored by
the East Hants Historical Society.
Her essay was accompanied by
a variety of photos.
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Maitland holds an iron bridge demolished in 1986.
spike, her only souvenir of (Bright Photo)



