A History of South Maitland

Grace L. Gray
dedicated to my dear mother

History

In writing a history of my school section, South Maitland or Rockville, I find it
e:mbraces, mostly, a history of the greatest river in our peninsula province: the
Shubenacadia, or Saa-gaa-bun-akady, as it was called by the Micmacs. Cade or Kade
meaning ‘a place’ or locality which the early Bretons and other French voyagers
found in use on the Atlantic coast in connection with some striking natural feature.

The whole name, Saa-gaa-bun-akady, meaning abundance of ground nuts.
If we wish we may go further back in the history of the Shubenacadia to the

time when the whole province was covered by “forest primeval”; then we might have
seen a small galley appear on the lone waste of water, manned by fair-haired Norse
men, who in their love of adventure had crossed the Atlantic, until he came to what is
now our little province projecting out into the sea and driven by curiosity they raised
their one striped sail and started to explore the coast. The poor Viking who had
crossed the three thousand miles of Atlantic in safety must have found it necessary to
unstep his mast when they started to ascend the bay (for carried by the immense and
world famed tide: for who has not heard of the Fundy tide? which rises to a height of

forty five feet and rushes up the estuary formed by the coast of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick at the rate of seven knots an hour) would find it almost an impossibility

even when aided by their oars, for only a person skilled in the navigation of the

Shubenacadia can successfully row a boat up the bay. I think terror must haven
possession of their hearts when they beheld the awful tide, and within these last fifty

years has been found on Creelman’s Marsh all that is left to tell the tale that is part
of the oak frame of their galley. Whether these Norse men came on shore is not

known.
The first settlers we know anything about are the French but no exact date is

given for their coming. One of their settlements was at the mouth of the Five Mile
River or what is now known as South Maitland. What is now the Putnam farm seems
to have been the center of their settlement, for on this place remains of an old cellar
and also some of their graves. The point of this farm which projects out into the river
was dyked by them. The knowledge of dyking had been brought by them from their
old home in Normandy and besides, the French government granted them so much

money on each acre which they dyked. . .
In speaking of the French we must not forget to mention Joseph Louis

LeLoutre, Missionary Priest as he signed his name, who had his headquarters on the
Shubenacadia, or as he calls it, Chigabenakady, the place of my mission, and better
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. .A story is also told of a Frenchman by the name of Anthony who escaped and
tradition also says he had a very large nose. When he died he was buried in a coffin
made of planks hewed from logs and fastened together with wooden pins. His resting
place was on a projection of land which comes out into the River and which has since
borne the name “Anthony’s Nose”.

It is not known that any permanent settlers lived at the Five Mile River until
after the year 1800 when grants were issued to Angus and Jas. Rose, Angus McBain,
Allen McArthur, Geo. Main and Mr. McQuinn, all of whom were Scotch men.
Highlanders or Lowlanders and some of Veterans of the Army and Navy. The Roses
settled in the Urbania Section but the others did in the Rockville section.

It may be of interest to know that the original grant, which was signed by
Governor Wentworth, is still preserved by Mr. Alfred Burgess JP, and is certainly a
very interesting document, although now yellowed by age. Not only Gov.
Wentworth’s bold signature but the old seal which is made of a reddish yellow wax
and about the size of a saucer which is attached to the manuscript by the means of a

piece of what was once white ribbon, makes it paper well worth keeping.

We can hardly realize what changes have taken place in the world during
these last one hundred years. If we speak of a few interesting conditions of the world
at that day it will be sufficient. The countries of the world were largely closed against
the Christian Missionary. Even under the British flag the awful slave trade was legal.
In France, Napoleon was at zenith of his power and England contesting against him,
and the Republic to the South of us had but started 15 years before on its prosperous
career. So much for History. In the scientific world even greater changes have taken
place. They had no locomotives, no steam ships and the mysteries of electricity had

not been discovered. It may be truly said, “Man has sought out many inventions”.
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Mr. Andrew McDonald’s grant included not only what is now the Putnam
f{lrm. bt:t all the property over the marsh, “from the Five Mile River to the
Graham’s property. From this grant the McDougall grant was taken. The following

story is told of the manner in which Mr. McDougall came in possession of it.
It was the custom in those days for each farmer to make two yearly visits to

Halifax, one before haying and one before Christmas. It so happened Mr. McDonald
lfad gone to town for his summer supplies and while there he seems to have taken a
little drop too much and from this he next became very much interested in a game of
cards with an Irish soldier. Mr. McDonald soon found he had lost his last cent or
sl.)illing rather and to regain his property he offered to gamble his daughter against
his money. In this he lost also. He brought the soldier who was no less than Mr. Wm.
.\I.cDougall up with him, gave him his daughter and also the McDougall grant. On
this grant the old stone house, the first in East Hants was built and which has been

occupied by McDougalls until about four years ago when it was destroyed by fire.
Mr. McDougall died in the year 1823. He left a family of ten children. The children

were Dan, Duncan, Alexander, Andrew, John, James, Mary, Margaret, Betsy, and

Kate.
Mary married Dougal McDougal and their family was Dan, Ian, or “Curly

head”, and Nancy.
Margaret married first a McElhinney, then a Cummings, from whom the late

Wm. Cummings was a descendant.
Betsy married Archibald McPhee and she lived to a ripe old age, dying but a

few years ago.
Kate married Caleb Putnam and their children were John, who died in 1906,

Robert, and Augustus and Ann, now Mrs. Richard Douglas, who has passed her
ninetieth birthday. Mr. Caleb Putnam came from the New England States, also his
brothers Jas. and Wm. and their sisters Jane, Mrs. Pollick, Mrs. Roy, and Mrs.

O’Brian. This family has all lived and died along the Shubenacadia.
To resume the McDougall history again we learn Andrew was drowned in the

mill pond. Duncan is the one to which South Maitland is most acquainted as his large
family have lived and died here. The family consisted of Donald, John, Wm. or
“Squire”, Jas. “Capt.”, Alex, Hannah, Grace (wife of Mr. Bradley) and Jenny ( wife

of Curly head McDougall).
Among the other old settlers was Geo. Main with his Scotch Highland wife, (a

half sister of Mr. Andrew McDonald of the Putnam place), who was known as
She lived to be 101 years old. Their family were Grace, Jenny, and

Mary. Grace married David Dow, a native of Dundee, and raised a large family.

Their names are: Charlotte, Ruth, Nancy, Mary, Lucinda, George, and John, my
grandfather. Charlotte lived in single blessedness. Ruth married “Squire” Angus

Rose. Nancy married John Harney. Mary married Josiah Fisher and Lucinda

married Jas. Rose.

Grannie Main.



Mary Main married a British soldier who had fought in the Battle of Bunker’s
Hill. His name was Allen McArthur. Their family are Mary and Jenny. Jenny
married John Weldon and they lived on the point which projects out into the river

and since been known by the name “Jenny’s Point™
Mary married Wm. Cameron. The ‘Old Cameron’s’, Wm. and Alex came

from Green Hill, Pictou County. Wm.’s family was Mary - Mrs. Jas. White, Jennie -
Mrs. Duncan McDougall, Grace, my grandmother on my father's side - Mrs.

Matthew Gray, Duncan, and John.
Alex Cameron, who married Jennie Main, had a large family. Duncan, John,

George, Dan, Alex, Wm., Jas., Jane (Mrs. Hutchison), and Mary (Mrs. Silas

Barbick).
Duncan married Isabell Green. Their children are: Geo., John, Alex, Wm.,

Jane (Mrs. M. Creelman), Margaret (Mrs. Barbick), Nancy (Mrs. Duncan
Cameron), Mary (Mrs. Geo. Cook), Ellen (Mrs. Martin Kehoe) and Lucilla (Mrs.

Geo. Thompson).
John married Becky Barnell. Their children are Sandy, Allen, Jas., Jenmina

(Mrs. Immanuel Barbick), and Libbir.
George married Bell Phillips - Jane, Emeline (Mrs. Harding Lennerton),

Susan (Mrs. Tom Wallace), Dan, and Wm.
Alex family was Kate, Jas., Oliver, Cecila, Wm., George,

The Grahams also were an old family, but 1 have not followed up the
connection as closely as I have done the others. This I have heard. Mr. Graham came
from Mosquobodit, a poor boy, with but 50 cents in his pocket. He went into the
plaster business at what was then and now known as the “Rock”. and soon became
quite a businessman. He built the house which is standing on the Graham’s property
today. It was then known as “the big white house™. Mr. Grahams was married four
times, his wives were: Margaret Woodworth, Nancy McDougall, Ruth Smith, and a
Mrs. Fulton of Steniacke. The first three are buried in the old cemetery by Mr.
Grahams’ side and their stones are said to be amongst the oldest in the cemetery.

The Grahams and the McDougalls have mostly all followed the sea. Some few
have returned to rest beside their father and the others have not. So at the present
day, little, except what is handed down by tradition, is known of the old inhabitants.

Roads and Methods of Travel

The original highway for the old settlers was on the river. Proof of which may
be seen in some of the old houses which were always built quite near the banks and
with their front doors facing the river. As in the Rose Grahams and Putnam houses.
Following along the river would, of course, be the path. When they followed on foot
or on horse back - when the river was frozen, or - if they wished to go to the “mouth



of the river” , Maitland, or the “head of the river”, Shubenacadia. The Indian, of
course, traveled in his canoe. But when the White Man went on the river, it was, of
course, in his “dugout”. This dugout was a species of boats, made of a pine log,
having previously had the interior burned out. Of course it was necessary that the
sailor knew how to manage this boat when it was in the water for it was round on the
bottom and very liable to roll. After the days of the dugout came the boat which is
used as means of travel on the river until this day. On land, when they went abroad,

it was on horseback, along the bridal path. Farm carts at first were few and far
be.twecn. And as each farmer wished to make his visit to town he would hire his
neighbor’s cart for which, 1 believe, the price was $3. Within the last 45 years four

wheeled carriages have come into use.
The following story which I have heard told, will, perhaps illustrate some of

the difficulties encountered by those who traveled during the first part of the last
century. During the war of 1812 - 13, Mr. Duncan McDougall, who then lived in the
stone house, found his family without flour. To obtain it he must, of course, go to
Halifax and the journey was accomplished in the following manner. He went by
Shubenacadia in his boat as far as Grand Lake, from there walked to Dartmouth,
borrowed another boat and crossed over to Halifax. He there bought a barrel of flour
for £5 or $25. He put some of the flour in two bags and returned by the way which he
came. And when he reached home he had to pound the flour with a rolling pin before

it could be used.
There have been several changes in the roads over the Five Mile River hill.

The first road on the marsh crossed about 130 rods below the present bridge, up the
Kehoe hill, across Gray and Madills farm, and joined the other road at Lennertons

lane.
The road over the marsh went back of Mr. Withrow’s house and joins what is
now known as the old road by the “rock™. The present road was made about 50 years

ago.

The Schools

Rockville section formally included two sections but were united about 1862,

after the present school law came in force. The object being a graded school.
The first school ever held in the section was in the cellar kitchen of the old

Grahams house. A log school house was built at the “rock” near the Nelson road.
One of the teachers in this little house was a Mr. Braden. The next school was built
nearer the main road, but was destroyed by fire. Another was built and still stands as
it is now occupied by Wm. Andrew Hiltz as a dwelling house. The reason of this one
being abandoned was when the section was united a more central location was

desired, so the present one was built.



The teachers were boarded by going from house to house besides receiving the
tuition fee of about 4 or 5 dollars for each child in the family. The male teachers seem
to be in the majority in those days. Some of our teachers since leaving us have
become quite noted. Among them may be mentioned Mr. Simon McDonald, a teacher
of the old school to whom many of the skilled navigators along the Shubenacadia, and
they are not a few, owe their knowledge of navigation. Besides being a good
mathematician, he was also some what of a scientist. For a number of years he
worked at a machine by which he hoped to invent a method for calculating universal
time. He tried to develop the idea by some kind of a clock like machine. It was

exhibited at the Exhibition Halifax, and was highly spoken of by Sir Sanford
Flemming. The idea is now successfully used by the Germans.

Rev. Mr. Mowatt, a noted pulpit orator, and tutor of some note was one time a
teacher in our little school.

Dr. Whittier, our missionary to Trinidad has also shared in the school labors
at South Maitland.

The Churches

South Maitland has a church history lasting over 100 years. The first
Presbyterian minister was Rev. Alexander Dick of Scotland who was inducted into
the Douglas congregation June 21st, 1803. He said * it is called a congregation but it
might be more properly called a shire, for it is sixty miles in length and breadth has
not been ascertained”. South Maitland was part of the shire and the services were
held in Mr. Andrew McDonald’s barn. Mr. Dick died of pleurisy May 20, 1812, after
a very successful life. He was buried under the site of St. David’s Church Maitland.

Following Mr. Dick came Mr. Crow, also from Scotland. He settled here in the
year 1815. He married Mr. Dick’s adopted daughter and labored for 55 years along
the river. Then followed Rev. Jacob McLellan and during his ministry a division was
made in the Congregation and a Congregationalist Church was established. A
Presbyterian church had been built in So. Maitland in the year 1854. After Mr.
McLellan came Dr. Currie, and he remained until he was called to the Professorate
in Hx. Presbyterian College, 1871, which he still retains. The pulpit was then filled
for the next seventeen years by our much honored Dr. Jack of North Sydney. During

these last 10 years we have been under the ministering of Rev. Geo. Ross

Charlottonn.

Changes
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The changes which have taken place in South Maitland during these hundred
years are similar to those which have taken place all over the provinces, although
some, it must be said, surpasses the wildest dreams of the old people. In domestic life
we find all the cloth was manufactured in the home from wool of flax which had been

raised on the farm. All the food, except tea, sugar, etc. which was brought from
Halifax, a distance of sixty miles, was raised on the farm. In the method of cooking

there has been a transformation from the bake kettle to range; and in heating the
houses there has been a change from the old fireplace to the furnace. In lighting the
house, instead of the tallow candle, the lamp is used. In farming, the mowing machine
has taken the place of the scythe, and the reaping machine has taken the place scythe,

and the thrashing machine the flail.
South Maitland has been noted as a shipping port. the first export was

gypsum, and for years thousands of tons were shipped to the New England states.
After the gypsum business stopped, ship building sprang into great prominence, and
for many years was the trade of the day. It is said at one time there was 10 ton of

shipping for every individual in the county. The first plaster vessel was built a great
many years ago by Duncan McArthur and Mr. Wm. Cameron. Since then, over forty

sailing vessels have been built. The largest was the Savona, a ship of 25,000 T.
burden. Since shipping has ceased, a great many people have taken up farming as an
occupation. Lumbering is also an important industry. A large business is carried on
by the Anthony Lumber Co. who own about 15,000 acres of timberland and they

expect to have an output of six of seven millions per year.

This report was written by Grace Gray McPhee in 1906 as a Normal School
project. I made a few editing changes as I went, but left it largely as it was written. Some

changes were suggested by Roberta Lane’s research, note: George Main’s wife was a half
sister to Mr. McDougall, not a full sister. Also, in listing the children of Grannie Main,

Mary was added to the list including Grace and Jennie. Further down the page Grace has
Jenny marrying Allan McArthur. Roberta’s research indicates it was Mary who married

him.
Grace was decended from two of the sisters as her father, Robert was the great
grandson of Mary Main, and her mother, Augusta was the grand daughter of Grace Main.
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