
 

 

East Hants Historical Society 
2019Annual Report 

EHHS Contact Information 
Postal:  70 Park Rd., Unit B, Elmsdale, NS, B2S 2L2 

Email:  hantshistorical@gmail.com 

Website:  www.ehhs.ca 

FaceBook      Twitter--@EastHantsHistoricalSociety 

Membership—Chair—Christine Whidden— The East 

Hants Historical Society currently has 51 members. Taking 
out an annual membership is as easy as signing up at each 
monthly meeting, or passing a membership request to any 
of the Directors. The cost of membership remains at $10.00. 

 Because people take out memberships at different 
times of the year, in the new year the Membership Chair-
person will be tracking memberships on a monthly basis, 
and sending out by email a renewal notice. On your re-
newed membership card, please note the addition of a 
month of expiry. In this way, we are hopeful of a more or-
derly registration throughout the year. 

Programs—Chair—Barbara Brown 

March 12: Kennetcook—Collected Memorials: Autograph 
Books in the Popular Culture of East Hants—John N. Grant 
April 9: Milford—Anna Swan, The Nova Scotia Giantess—
Dale Swan 
May 14: West Gore—From 14th Colony to Confederation: 
Governors, Placemen & Merchant Elite—Alex D. Boutilier 
June 11: Stanley—The Midland Railway—Holly Hanes 
July 9: Shubenacadie—Traditional Baskets—Joleen Gordon 
August 11: Lower Selma—Annual Open House & Barbecue 
September 17: Noel—Cyril Parks: Hants County Beautiful—
Myrtle White (Dorianed out of our regular program night!) 
October 8: Elmsdale—History of Epidemics in East Hants—
Art Burton 
November 12: Maitland—Annual General Meeting and WWI 
Presentation Reprised—Fred Anthony 

Other Events— 

Jun. 23: Museum opening of exhibit celebrating The Interna-
tional Year of Indigenous Languages, with Curtis Michael 
Jul. 13, 14: TideFest 2019 in Lantz 
July 24: Spinning demonstration with Susanne MacLachlan  
Aug. 5: Mi’kmaw Basket Weaving with Becky Julian 
Aug. 10: Annual Yard Sale fundraiser in Maitland 
Sept. 14/15: Doors Open for Churches (another Dorianed event!) 

Oct. 27: Cyril Parks film clips shown at Noel 

Museum—Chair—Nancy Doane—Committee members 

include Jamie McLellan, Sarah Hill, Barbara Brown, and John 
McLellan.  
 With the exception of three days occasioned by Hurri-
cane Dorian, the museum was open every day from June 
3rd to September 30th. Our three summer guides were Jen-
na MacPhee, Holly Hanes, and Taylor Smith-McCulloch. This 
workforce enabled us to have cemetery records updated 
and improved, special research projects (East Hants Town-

ship research) initiated and completed, and most of our 
scrapbooks indexed to make them more accessible to users 
conducting genealogy/community history research. In addi-
tion, the guides were responsible for setting up exhibits and 
conducting tours for visitors. 
 Guides were funded as follows: 
Holly and Taylor—Young Canada Works (Heritage Sector), 
June, July, and August 
Jenna—Canada Summer Jobs and MEH Tourism Grant, June 
July, August, and September 
 In September, Jenna’s work schedule was supplement-
ed by Society members who volunteered 14 additional days. 
Thank you to Joanie Mingo, Pat Whidden, Jamie McLellan, 
Lorne Marlin, and Joyce Custance for these days, and others, 
including Fred Anthony and Martial Thiebaux, who helped in 
various ways to manage and operate the museum. 
 Visitors numbered approximately 650. Comments in 
the guest book were often very complimentary, and visitors 
were generous with donations. The walk-way flowerbeds 
elicited favourable comments all summer. 
 Some of the museum exhibits remained more or less 
the same but were updated with additional artifacts or in-
structional material. New exhibits—a display of “needle 
arts”, new quilts, and East Hants ball team photos (complete 
with a uniform ca. 1940) were added. The shelves of geneal-
ogies and community histories are continuously expanding 
with new donations. A very successful season. 
 Watch for new signage pointing the way to the muse-
um. It’ll be up in spring 2020. 
 In 2018, the Society commissioned a conservation re-
port for the Lower Selma Museum (funded by last year’s 
MEH Tourism Grant). In 2019 the Society received a grant 
from Nova Scotia Department of Communities, Culture and 
Heritage to implement many of the recommendations of the 
conservation report (Community Facilities Improvement Pro-
gram). A local contractor has been engaged to make good all 
of the exterior woodwork and flashings, provide additional 
support for the interior floor, and secure framing in the attic. 
This work is scheduled to be completed before the year end.  
  



Society Memberships—EHHS hold memberships 

in the East Hants Chamber of Commerce, Heritage Trust 
of Nova Scotia, and the Association of Nova Scotia Mu-
seums. Twice a year, we attend the Northeast Regional 
Museum meeting to share our work and hear what oth-
er museums are doing. We also work closely with other 
museums and heritage organizations where we have 
common interests. 

 

 

 

 Cemetery Records—Chair—Sarah Hill—2019 

brought great gains within the Cemetery committee. In 
the colder months, data was prepared for scanning. A 
special thanks to Barb Brown for all her assistance. As 
spring approached, Sarah Hill, Brenda Hill, Shirley Scott, 
and Kay Densmore began updating cemeteries. In June, 
our pace picked up with the addition of our summer 
research student Holly Hanes and her mentorship of the 
other museum student guides on cemetery research. 
Together we were able to update 28 cemeteries. 
 Another step forward was the creation of an up-
dated record form for recording stones. This, combined 
with the new process manual for recording a stone and 
cemetery, will be a great asset to the committee. 
Thanks for these should be given to Holly and her moth-
er Heather Hanes for taking on this large task. 
 Not to be forgotten is the large project Fred An-
thony is working on. Currently he is taking our digital 
files of the stones and creating a searchable data base 
combining the recorded data with additional pictures of 
the stones. 
 We look forward to continuing the cemetery up-
dating in the new season. If you are interested in volun-
teering with any of these projects, please contact the 
East Hants Historical Society. 

 
 

 

 

 

 Publicity—Shortly after a monthly program, ads for the 

next month’s program are sent via email to the Flyer Alli-
ance, Eastlink TV, the Uniacke Newsletter, and Lisa’s Web. 
An ad is also placed in The Chronicle Herald Events page 
on the Thursday before the meeting. An Event is created 
on the East Hants Historical Society Facebook page. This is 
shared with a number of local groups and Community Bul-
letin Boards on Facebook: 

East Hants Wants To Know 
Kennetcook, Maitland buy & Sell 
Shubenacadie and Area Events 

Enfield Online Buy & Sell 
Rawdon Buy & Sell 

Mount Uniacke Community Update 
Shubenacadie, Stewiacke, Brookfield etc., Buy & Sell 

Colchester & East Hants Wants To Know 
Nova Scotia Memories of Days Gone By 
Vintage photos of Halifax & Nova Scotia 

Indian Brook Buy n Sell n Trade 
East Hants Buy, Sell, Trade or Give Away 

Kennetcook Community Calendar 
 Suggestions from the Members are always welcome 
for ideas where we can spread the word of our meetings. 
 

70 Park Rd. Winter Projects—After New Year’s, 

Nancy and Pat returned to their re-accessioning project. 
While progress was made, the task is not yet finished. In 
addition, a number of new artifacts were donated to the 
Society that also had to be accessioned and stored.  
 We were pleased to welcome Anne Boudreau back 
to our winter works program. Through her efforts, the Obi-
tuary Files added another book, making five to date. The 
index was updated by Chris Whidden to reflect this addi-
tion.  
 We were also pleased to welcome two new volun-
teers to the work program at 70 Park Rd—John Grant and 
Elizabeth Hill. John (March program on Autograph Books) 
took over the lateral file project, continuing work that was 
started several years ago to create a searchable database 
of research material for anyone interested in East Hants 
historical research. Liz continued and added to the new 
system of Family and Community files and made great 
headway in reducing the amount of loose newspaper, etc, 
material including birth/wedding announcements and me-
dia articles about community events. 
 This season, we expect to begin work in November, 
and we are happy that John and Liz are returning to work 
with us. Our usual work day is Friday, 10 am to 4 pm.  

  
Want to do some genealogy or community history 
research? Days 70 Park Rd is open to the public are 
advertised on Facebook. You can also schedule an 

appointment if Friday doesn't work for you. 

2018-2019—Board of Directors 
Pat Whidden—President (4 yrs) 

Ed Versteeg—Vice-President (4 yrs) 

Christine Whidden—Sec’y/Membership/Publicity(4 yrs) 

Hal Hilton—Treasurer (2 yrs) 

Nancy Doane—Museum Chair (4 yrs) 

Barb Brown—Program Chair (1 yr—2nd year on board) 

John McLellan—NSLSCA Cemetery Liaison (4 yrs) 

Sarah Hill—Cemetery Chair (3 yrs) 

Jamie McLellan—Member at Large (1.5 yrs) 

Except for Hal Hilton, who is retiring from the board, 
board members presently serving will continue to serve 
in the upcoming term.  Any changes in roles and respon-
sibilities will be determined at the next board meeting 
scheduled for November 19 and will be announced 
through the contact list and Facebook page following 
that. Bracketed numbers show the number of years 
served under the present board structure. 



The East  Hants Historical Society Financial Statement for 01 November 2018—31 October 2019 

   Actual              Budget             Difference 

REVENUE      

General Revenues 5,879.19   3,700.00  2,179.19  

Grants  39,421.92   57,820.00  -18,398.08 

Interest Earned 23.85   10.00  13.85  

Net Revenues 45,324.96   61,530.00  -16,205.04 

      

Other Revenue     

Charitable Donations 7,850.40   8,000.00  -149.60 

Other Donations 739.56   7,160.00  -6,420.44 

Other Donations Materials 0.00   140.00  -140.00 

Total Other Revenue 8,589.96   15,300.00  -6,710.04 

TOTAL REVENUE 53,914.92   76,830.00  -22,915.08 

      

EXPENSE      

Payroll Expenses     

Wages & Salaries 21,721.05   13,608.00  8,113.05  

EI Expense 490.41   313.00  177.41  

CPP Expense 944.80   560.00  384.80  

Total Payroll Expense 23,156.26   14,481.00  8,675.26  

      

General & Administrative Expenses     

Advertising & Promotions 1,450.33   2,125.00  -674.67 

Business Fees & Assoc Memberships 161.67   140.00  21.67  

Courier & Postage 0.00   140.00  -140.00 

Donations  0.00   350.00  -350.00 

Equipment 724.26   1,000.00  -275.74 

Fundraising Purchases 185.25   300.00  -114.75 

Hardware and Repair Materials 146.20   273.00  -126.80 

Insurance  1,214.00   1,200.00  14.00  

Interest & Bank Charges 175.36   200.00  -24.64 

Office Supplies & Expenses 471.04   1,975.00  -1,503.96 

Preservation & Presentation Expense 561.67   2,250.00  -1,688.33 

Program Expenses 586.74   350.00  236.74  

Rent  13,679.35   14,490.00  -810.65 

Repair & Maintenance 5,879.57   29,027.00  -23,147.43 

Repair Museum  CFIP 9,156.00   0.00  9,156.00  

Travel Expense 523.92   100.00  423.92  

Utilities Heat, Power, Water 897.85   700.00  197.85  

Total General & Admin. Expenses 35,813.21   54,620.00  -18,806.79 

        

TOTAL EXPENSE 58,969.47   69,101.00  -10,131.53 

      

Expense over Income -5,054.55  7,729.00  -12,783.55 


