East Hants Historical Society
2018 Annual Report
Membership—Chair—Christine Whidden. The membership for 2017-2018 was 58. Memberships are taken out
or renewed at the Annual Meeting in November, or at program presentations, the Lower Selma Museum, the 70
Park Rd. site, when open, or via email request. Fee is $10.
Event notifications and newsletters will be emailed, with
members’ permission, to those providing email addresses.

Museum—Co-chairs—Nancy Doane, Fred Anthony. The
Lower Selma Museum & Heritage Cemetery was open
every day from June 4 to the end of September, thanks to
our guides Jenna MacPhee (June-August) and Natasha Cox
(September), and our dedicated cadre of volunteers—
Nancy Doane, Joanie Mingo, Lorne Marlin, Fred Anthony,
Pat Whidden, Jamie McLellan, for a total of 36 volunteer
days. Total number of visitors for the season was 683.
We were happy to add new exhibits this season—a
painting by Dr. Annie Hennigar, the Senator Tom Kennedy
flipchart book, a wedding dress display, an exhibit around
a little chest of drawers that was donated all the way from
Seattle. We thank Tracey Harvie for the many pieces on
loan from his collection of Carnival Glass.
We continue to acquire artifacts. This year, in addition
to the above-mentioned chest, several genealogies, historical documents, and photographs, the collection of larger
artifacts has grown to a size where we now must consider
space and what is already in the collection.
We hosted a number of events at the museum:
 The opening of the Senator Kennedy exhibit in June
 Tool Talk with Albert Annand of Maitland in July
 About Carnival Glass with Tracey Harvie in September
A Museum Conservation Report will soon be complete.
It will set out recommendations for conservation of the
museum building shell and identify priorities and order-ofmagnitude costs to complete the work. The study will help
us to plan and implement conservation work and provide
a reliable basis for fundraising. The MEH and NS Department of Culture funded the study, completed by DSRA
Architecture Inc. and Campbell Comeau Engineering Ltd.
Work has been done to regrade the soil around the
building to improve the drainage away from the sills.
Thanks to Mark Hilchie for his contribution to that effort.
The museum is closed for the winter, with print, textiles, and other sensitive artifacts removed to 70 Park Rd.,
Elmsdale. There, work will continue with the reaccessioning begun last fall, and the print resources are
available for research. Open days will be posted on FaceBook, or to make an appointment, call Pat at 897-7805.

EHHS Contact Information
Postal:
70 Park Rd., Unit B, Elmsdale, NS, B2S 2L2
Email:
hantshistorical@gmail.com
Website:
ehhs.weebly.com
FaceBook Twitter--@EastHantsHistoricalSociety

Museum (cont’d)—We expect to continue investing
in building maintenance, and since the United Church is
divesting itself of unused properties, we are pursuing ownership of the museum building and cemetery in Lower Selma. In the past year, we consulted the custodians of the
cemetery and initiated discussion with the United Church
that looks promising. There will likely be at least several
more months before any agreement can be reached.

Program Presentations—2018
March: Program cancelled because of bad weather
April: Noel—”History of the Search for the Marine Fauna of
the Minas Basin and Cobequid Bay—Beneath the ‘not-sostill’ Waters”—Andrew Hebda
May: Milford—”Lumbering in East Hants”—Downey
Thompson
June: East Gore—”Early Mining in East Hants”—Art Burton
July: Maitland—”Première of the Tide Fest Video ‘East
Hants—This Is Us’”
September: Elmsdale—”The MacDonell Family of Enfield”
—Ed MacDonell
October: Shubenacadie—”Mi’kmaw Grand Council and Beyond: A Member’s Perspective”—Ron Knockwood
November: Elmsdale—”The Great War—The End” slide
show prepared by Fred Anthony

Other events included—
July: Participation in Tide Fest at the Sportsplex in Lantz
August: Yard Sale Fundraiser in Maitland (netting $800)
August: Open House and Barbecue at Lower Selma Museum
& Heritage Cemetery
September: Participation in West Hants Genealogy Fair
September: Participation in Burntcoat Head Open House.
Thanks to Susanne MacLachlan for her spinning demo.
We were really pleased with the audience turnout for all
the presentations and events we participated in. Program
audiences ranged between 25 and 85 members and guests.
We thank residents of East Hants for their support! We will
continue to plan programs that stimulate the kind of interest we saw this year.

Cemetery Records—Chair—Sarah Hill. This year

Society Memberships—This year EHHS joined the

the Cemetery Committee grew with the addition of
more volunteers to our small group. With 99-plus cemeteries within East Hants, we are always looking for volunteers to help update our cemetery records. This winter we are continuing to work on digitizing the original
collection and cemeteries that were updated throughout the summer season. If you are interested in joining
the Cemetery Committee as a volunteer, please contact
the Society through Facebook or our website.

East Hants Chamber of Commerce. As well, we are members
of Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia and the Association of Nova
Scotia Museums. We work closely with other museums and
heritage organizations where we have common interests.

Publicity—Publicity for programs and events is posted by secretary Chris Whidden and can be accessed on
our FaceBook page, the website, local newsletters (The
Flyer Alliance, Lisa’s Web, Uniacke News, The Enfield
Weekly Press), and on Twitter.
The EHHS email site is monitored by Fred Anthony,
who directs queries/comments to the appropriate
board members. Fred also manages the contact list,
through which newsletters and notices of events are
sent out to members and interested non-members.
Newsletters are prepared by Pat Whidden and distributed at program events, posted online, and emailed
to the contact list.
As part of raising the profile of the Society, a new
logo for EHHS will be launched at the start of the 2019
season. In 2017, EHHS completed a survey to uncover
member's views of the Society and its relation to the
landscape and history of East Hants. In consultation
with the Board, Luke Stover, graphic designer, has created a logo to reflect these ideas. The logo will appear on
all Society correspondence and publicity.

Board of Directors
Executive & Committee Chairs
Pat Whidden—President (3)
Ed Versteeg—Vice-President (3)
Christine Whidden—Sec’y/Membership/Publicity(3)
Hal Hilton—Treasurer (1)
Nancy Doane—Museum Co-Chair (3)
Fred Anthony—Museum Co-Chair/Publicity (3)
John McLellan—NSLSCA Cemetery Liaison (3)
Sarah Hill—Cemetery Chair (2)
Barb Brown—Member at Large (1)
Jamie McLellan—Member at Large (.5)
Board members presently serving will continue to
serve in the upcoming term. Any changes in roles and
responsibilities will be determined at the next board
meeting scheduled for November 20 and will be announced through the contact list following that. The
numbers in brackets following the names above reflect
the number of years served under the present board
structure.

Fundraising—All non-profit organizations depend on the
generosity of their members, donors, and government bodies who fund specific targets. This year, EHHS has received
 $15,000+ from MEH for rental at 70 Park Rd.
 $8,483 from MEH’s Tourism Grant Fund
 $3,100 from Canada Summer Jobs fund
 $2,000 from MEH from the Conservation Advice Fund
 $2,500 from Communities, Culture, and Heritage, toward
the structural analysis of the museum exterior
 $300 from MEH Councillors’ Fund for Rural Beautification
 $1,500 from Come Home to East Hants Association
In addition, private donors, a number of them American,
have given a total of $5,815 as thanks for helping them track
living relatives, ancestors, gravesites, ancestral properties,
and in general just to help with the expense of looking after
heritage artifacts. We are grateful for these acknowledgments of the Society’s work.
This season, we will undertake a mail-out fundraising
drive to support in-house activities, including adding to storage structures at 70 Park and in the gallery of the museum,
and continuing our work with preservation and presentation
of artifacts. Once we have the final conservation report
from DSRA for the museum, we will begin a corporate fundraising drive to raise money for specific restoration targets.

70 Park Rd. Winter Projects—Last year Nancy and
Pat began a re-accessioning task to update accession records and bring the South Rawdon Museum collection into
our files. That work will continue this year.
To continue to make our collection of research resources
more useful, a major amount of clerical work involving filing
and cataloguing in computer database files needs to be
done. We have already established a computerized lateral
file system to contain random pieces of paper/photos so
that they can be located if needed.
We have also started, thanks to the legacies of Grace
Morehouse Cook and Jim Sutton, community files and family files. These will contain items useful to genealogists, such
as newspaper clippings of birth/wedding announcements,
articles naming EH residents as participating in community
events, receiving awards or other recognitions, etc. In addition, we have started indexing our scrapbooks so they will
be more useful.
These items are what people are looking for when they
are researching family pasts and genealogies. This work will
be done at 70 Park Rd., and we invite interested people with
time on their hands to volunteer to help us, especially if you
can bring your own laptop. See Pat for more information.

EHHS Financial Statements—October 2018 and Year End (1 Nov. 2017-31 Oct. 2018)
October 2018
Income Statement
10-01-2018 to 10-31-2018

Income Statement
11-01-2017 to 10-31-2018
REVENUE

REVENUE

General Revenues

18,177.40

General Revenues

1,131.60

Grants

Grants

Interest Earned

11,755.49
4.31

Interest Earned

6,409.16
0.99

Revenues

29,937.20

Net Revenue

7,541.75

TOTAL REVENUE

7,541.75

Other Revenue

EXPENSE

Charitable Donations

5,814.95

Other Donations
Other Donations Materials

1,791.68
135.65

Total Other Revenue

7,742.28

Payroll Expenses
Wages & Salaries

800.80

EI Expense

18.61

CPP Expense

32.98
19.38

WCB Expense
Total Payroll Expense

871.77

TOTAL REVENUE
EXPENSE
Payroll Expenses
Wages & Salaries

General & Administrative Expenses
Courier & Postage
Fundraising Purchases
Hardware
Interest & Bank Charges
Rent
Refreshments
Repair & Maintenance
Utilities Heat, Power, Water
Total General & Admin. Expenses

37,679.48

7,105.28

EI Expense

165.11

83.28

CPP Expense

100.00

WCB Expense

291.19
38.76

73.58

Total Payroll Expense

7,600.34

9.74
1,193.57
27.91
400.00
53.10
1,941.18

TOTAL EXPENSE

2,812.95

NET SURPLUS

4,728.80

General & Administrative Expenses
Advertising & Promotions
Business Fees & Assoc Memberships

136.89

Courier & Postage

140.52

Donations

46.94

Fundraising Purchases

100.00

Hardware

273.32

Honorarium
Insurance
Interest & Bank Charges

Thank you to all our loyal members
and guests. We appreciate your
support. When you renew your
membership, let us know if we can
ask you to help us out occasionally.
Have a good winter and
a great Christmas.
See you next March.

2,124.93

Office Supplies & Expenses
On-line Auction
Preservation & Presentation Expense
Rent

50.00
1,146.00
196.13
1,960.41
200.00
2,247.05
13,616.27

Refreshments

150.72

Repair & Maintenance

617.16
612.70

Utilities Heat, Power, Water
Total General & Admin. Expenses

23,619.04

TOTAL EXPENSE

31,219.38

SURPLUS

6,460.10

