
Annual General Meeting 2020 

The 2019-2020 Annual General Meeting is scheduled for No-

vember 17, 7:30 pm. This will be a virtual meeting conducted 

on the Zoom platform. Members have received the necessary 

documents relating to Special Resolutions and Nominations 

one month in advance. They will receive an email prior to the 

17th about how to connect to the meeting.  Please review the following documents to pre-

pare yourself for the meeting. Please note that the various reports will not be read during 

the meeting; however, main points in each report will be reviewed. 

      Agenda 
 

1) President's report 

2) Review of minutes of 2018-2019 AGM 

3) Business arising from the minutes 

4) Annual report--motion to accept report 

5) Financial report--motion to accept report 

6) New business 

7) Board nominations 

8) Closing remarks and Q&A 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting               

November 12, 2019 
 The Annual meeting was brought to order on this date at the High Tides Arts and Commu-

nity Centre in Maitland. In attendance were twenty-nine members and two guests. 

 President Pat Whidden began the meeting with two announcements; one, that copies of 

Eric Leighton’s book about his father’s time during WW2 will be offered for sale by the Society at 

the price of $35.00. 

 Second, the Society will take orders for the DVD “EAST HANTS – THIS IS US!”. At $20.00 

each, the Society will share equally in the proceeds with Peter Giffen, whose recording and edit-

ing expertise produced this amazing record of life in East Hants. 

 The minutes of the 2018 Annual meeting were read and approved as amended. 

 There was no business arising from the minutes. 

 There was no old business. 

 Hal Hilton presented the Treasurer’s Annual report: for the period from November 2018 – 

October 2019, Net Revenue was $45,324.96. Expenses for the year caused a shortfall of 

$5,054.55, which was covered by funds left over from the previous year. His motion to approve 



the financial report was seconded and duly voted upon by the members present and approved as 

read. 

 Nancy Doane presented the Museum report, and spoke of the money received in grants 

from Young Canada Works, Canada Summer Jobs, Provincial Heritage Grants, and the Municipali-

ty of East Hants Tourism grant. These monies enabled the Society to hire three summer students 

to not only work in the museum but also funded one of those students to travel round the munic-

ipality to perform cemetery records updating, and a separate research project for the Municipality 

into the townships of East Hants. The Society was also able to keep one museum guide employed 

to the end of September with the Tourism grant money, and Nancy thanked the volunteers who 

filled in during the days off. 

 The museum guides also undertook to index and catalogue the scrapbook file at the muse-

um, apart from their guiding duties with visitors to the museum. Nancy noted that though visitor 

numbers were down this year, due to cold temperatures in June, donations to the museum were 

up, and the visitor’s book showed many positive and 

appreciative comments about the guides. 

 There were a couple of questions from the floor; 

about the museum signage along the main routes to the 

museum. Edward Versteeg answered to the signage 

question, that new signs will be in place before the sea-

son opens again, and sporting the Society’s new logo. 

The second question concerned the historic plaque and 

sign denoting the site of the grist mill in Upper Ken-

netcook, which needs attention. Pat agreed the site was 

in need of some maintenance. 

 In the absence of Barbara Brown, Pat presented the Program Committee’s report about the 

year’s public programs and special events. Myrtle White’s presentation of her father Cyril Parks’ 

film “Hants County Beautiful” drew a record audience of 120 people; this led to a special event a 

few weeks after, with Myrtle showing additional film footage by her father, attended by about six-

ty people. Pat thanked the meeting for their attendance and interest in the programs the Society 

presents, and invited suggestions from them for future programs. 

 Jamie McLellan presented the Cemetery Committee report, that the records of nearly all of 

East Hants’ cemeteries have been visited and headstones photographed and records transcribed 

and digitized. Having electronic records available to the public is the eventual aim of the Commit-

tee, and this will save the archival records from deterioration from being handled. He and Sarah 

Hill thanked Barb Brown, Brenda Hill, Shirley Scott, Fred Anthony and Holly Hanes for their work 

on the records. In addition, Holly produced a manual on how to transcribe cemetery records, and 

trained the other two guides in how to update the records. Fred’s efforts in producing a searcha-

ble online database drew applause from the meeting. 

In New Business, Jamie spoke of the proposed changes to the Society’s Bylaws. These changes 

increase accountability of the Board to the members of the Society.  Jamie moved for acceptance 

Holly Hanes & Matt Kaut at the Stones 



of the changes, which were duly seconded and voted the motion approved. 

 In Nominations, Pat informed the meeting that Hal Hilton is leaving the Board, which leaves 

two Board seats to be filled. Ed presented thanks to Hal for his work as Treasurer, in bringing the 

accounting system into a more up to date computerized method. Pat added her thanks to Hal, 

who was an active and knowledgeable Director for the Society for two years. 

 Pat then introduced Greg Hussey to the meeting as a nominee for Director, and asked three 

times for any further nominations from the floor. As there were no further nominations, Greg was 

acclaimed as Director, and was welcomed to the Board. 

 Pat noted that as per the Society’s Bylaws, she is beginning her fifth and final year as Presi-

dent. Lorne Marlin, who was president previous to Pat, spoke to the meeting thanking Pat for her 

dedication, noting that Pat has brought the Society from working with a $10,000.00 budget to an 

$80,000.00 budget; and along the way, strengthening ties with sister organizations such as the 

West Hants Historical Society, Heritage Trust, Genealogy Association of NS, the Association of NS 

Museums, and the North East Regional Museum Curators. Pat made note of the tremendous sup-

port from the Municipality of East Hants has everything to do with the progress of the Society. 

At this time, Joyce Custance called for the meeting to be adjourned. 

             Christine Whidden, Secretary 

 This year has certainly no precedent in 

the history of the East Hants Historical Society. 

The novel coronavirus, covid-19, changed a lot 

of the things we do and the way we think. In 

some ways, the year has been difficult, with 

museum visitation down, and programs cur-

tailed; in other ways, it has been a great suc-

cess. I won't go into either of these scenarios 

here, as they are clearly detailed in the reports 

below. Instead, I'd like to focus on the joy this 

organization has given me, as president, over 

the duration of my term, which ends at the 

end of this meeting. 

 As Lorne Marlin pointed out at last year's 

AGM, the Society has grown considerably since 

my term began. Things have changed. Our 

budget is considerably larger than it was eight 

years ago when I became a member. We now 

have a great storage and work space in Elms-

dale, thanks to the generosity of the Munici-

pality of East Hants' (MEH) Community Fund-

ing program, and with that, a great relation-

ship with MEH staff. I'd like to personally 

thank April MacLean and Rachel Gilbert for 

working with us through the Tourism and 

Heritage departments. We could not have 

achieved what we have done over the last 

few years--new roof, storm windows, new 

paint for the exterior, extension of the sea-

son beyond the end of August summer grant 

conclusions, to name a few. Many thanks to 

the councilors, in particular Keith Rhyno, who 

signed off on these projects. 

 The profile of the Society has grown 

greatly too. Many more people in East Hants 

know about, have heard of, follow on social 

media, attend programs than was the case a 

few years ago. I attribute most of this to the 

high quality of our programs and the power 

of social media and advertising. Our guides 
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worked tirelessly this summer to bring you in-

teresting items of East Hants history, and we 

are trying our best to keep up with that initia-

tive. As a result, as you will see below, our so-

cial media audience has more than doubled 

since last spring. We also have developed 

good associations with other historical and 

heritage groups. One of the results of all this 

has been an increase in the number of young-

er people taking an interest in the Society and 

East Hants history. This speaks well for the 

continuation of the organization in an age 

when it could easily grow old and wither away 

through lack of public interest. 

 To look ahead a bit, I can see that we 

will build on the technology we now are using; 

we have a new website that we will continue 

to add to, a YouTube channel for our video/

slide show presentations, and I'm sure there 

will be much more that can't be predicted at 

this time. Eventually, the Society will be ac-

credited by the Association of Nova Scotia Mu-

seums; we're not there yet, but we will be. 

 The years I have worked with the Society 

have created in me a passion for history that I 

was unaware of previously. After all, my hus-

band was the history teacher, not I. One of 

the great pleasures for me has been to build 

the history and genealogy archive so that it 

will become a worthwhile destination for stu-

dents and other researchers. We have estab-

lished a lateral file with a searchable database 

of articles/pamphlets/photos of interest. We 

are building family files with newspaper clip-

pings and such for East Hants family names, 

and community files with articles of interest 

from East Hants communities. We are index-

ing the many scrapbooks we've been donated 

so that researchers can find their family 

names in a searchable index rather than have 

to leaf through every (fragile) scrapbook. We 

are grateful to all those who have donated 

these print artifacts to the Society. 

 I'd like to thank all the people who have 

worked with us at 70 Park (our Elmsdale facil-

ity) to get all the paper corralled each in its 

appropriate file--Anne Boudreau, Nancy 

Doane, Elizabeth Hill, John Grant, Chris Whid-

den. Thanks goes to Fred Anthony who has 

built shelves and slide shows and contributed 

many long hours to Society work. And espe-

cially I would like to thank the board mem-

bers over the years who have worked with 

me, contributed labour, expertise, and ideas 

to help bring the Society to where it is today. 

Without you, none of it would have been pos-

sible. The job of president has been a satisfy-

ing one, and I am content to settle into the 

past-president role and continue doing what-

ever the Society wants of me. 

      Patricia Whidden, President 

2019-2020 Board of Directors 

Pat Whidden—President (5 yrs.)    Sarah Hill—Cemetery Chair (4 yrs.) 

Jamie McLellan—Vice-President (2.5 yrs.)  John McLellan—NS/LS Cemetery  

              Liaison (5yrs) 

Ed Versteeg—Secretary (5 Yrs.)    Barb Brown—Program Chair (3 yrs.) 

Christine Whidden—Treasurer (5 yrs.)  Greg Hussey—Member-at-large (1 yr.) 

Nancy Doane—Member-at-large (5 yrs.)        



Membership Report 

 The membership of the East Hants Historical Society stands, at this writing, at fifty-

two active members. This number varies by the month since adopting a system of moni-

toring when people join or renew their memberships in the Society. 

 Since many members prefer to renew in person at the public meetings, this year has 

presented some challenges for them because of the COVID-19 restrictions on public gath-

erings. 

 Since launching the new website earlier this year, we have been able to accept pay-

ment for new memberships, or renewals of old, through the secure pay website of pay-

pal.com. We also continue to receive memberships through mail to 70 Park Rd Unit B, 

Elmsdale, NS B2S 2L2. Membership fees are unchanged at $10.00 per year. 

 The Society thanks our faithful members; your interest in recording and preserving 

history in East Hants keeps us going! 

         Christine Whidden, Membership Chair  

Museum Report 

 I am proud to present a successful year in 

this report.  Our traditional trajectory for the 

museum was thwarted in March with the out-

break of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Museum 

Committee and Board of Directors reacted 

quickly, developing a new strategic direction for 

the museum. This new direction involved sever-

al key elements: a strong focus was placed on 

creating a virtual platform for the museum, re-

sources were redistributed and allocated for a 

research project (headstone cataloguing), and 

COVID-19 safety protocols were established for 

the museum.  

 With a new direction underway and a lot 

of work to accomplish, the Society was very for-

tunate to have been awarded one provincial 

and three federal summer student grants. It 

was decided to utilize all four grants and hire 

four summer students.  Jenna MacPhee re-

turned for her fourth season, Holly Hanes for 

her third, and both Alyssa Northup and Matt 

Kaut joined for their inaugural year. Our stu-

dents were divided into two teams; Jenna and 

Alyssa concentrated on the museum and virtual 

platform, whereas Holly and Matt would concen-

trate on headstone cataloguing and social me-

dia.  

 The virtual platform would be an avenue to 

reach the public when visitation was anticipated 

to be low or non-existent. Holly Hanes devel-

oped and launched a social media campaign that 

helped our Facebook grow by over 600 new fol-

lowers in 2020. 

 Our Facebook content achieved record 

heights of reaching over 10,000 people. An In-

stagram account was created allowing us 

to connect with a younger demographic, and 

our newsletter contact list more than doubled its 

number of subscribers.  

 A new website, www.ehhs.ca, was 

launched and allowed for the museum exhibits 

to go virtual in the form of videos, which Jenna 



form this season, thanks to a freshly painted ex-

terior, the installation of new signage both at the 

museum and along the highways, and the count-

less hours Nancy Doane volunteered to maintain 

the museum flowerbeds.  

While this was a season where our normal events 

were cancelled, thanks to the efforts of EHHS 

Program Chair Barb Brown, we were able to host 

several special affairs. A socially distanced book 

signing with Blain Henshaw, author of The Ped-

dlers, took place in July, and a private museum 

visit with Their Honours The Honourable Arthur J. 

LeBlanc, Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia, and 

Mrs. Patsy LeBlanc took place in September.  

 The Lower Selma Museum was filmed in 

September and will be featured in an episode of 

the documentary series Maritime Museums.  The 

series is created by Winter Light Productions, a 

Nova Scotia film and television produc-

tion company based in Halifax. The episode 

will broadcast on Eastlink Community TV across 

Canada, and on various On Demand platforms 

internationally, starting in February of 2021.  

 We have been fortunate with extensions of 

student employment grants and have been able 

to keep both Jenna MacPhee and Holly Hanes 

employed part-time, which will continue until mid

-December.  Currently Jenna and Holly have 

and Alyssa filmed and edited throughout the 

season. Thank you is extended to Peter Ash-

ley and Ed MacDonell for donating their time 

to help make these videos possible, and to 

Robert and Sylvanna Redden for contributing 

their 84th Regiment performance to our mu-

seum opening day. The videos can be found 

on our website, www.ehhs.ca/virtual-library.  

 New exhibits for the 2020 season includ-

ed the 84th Regiment of Foot, Gaelic Speak-

ers of East Hants, Capt. Levi Densmore, Helen 

Whidden—Genealogist & World War I Nurse, 

and Annetta “Nettie” Rose—Nurse & Mission-

ary.  

 The pandemic had the museum keep its 

doors closed for the month of June, officially 

opening for the season July 1st. Following all 

provincial health and safety guidelines, the 

museum remained open until Sept. 30th. The 

new guidelines provided a very different expe-

rience for visitors this season, but nonetheless 

a rewarding one, as our Google reviews grew 

to 4.4/5 stars this season. We had 391 visitors 

to the museum, a 31% decrease from the 

year prior. This decrease was anticipated and 

the success of our virtual platform more than 

made up for it. I would like to thank volun-

teers Barb Brown, Pat Whidden, Nancy 

Doane, and Joanie Mingo for volunteering 

their time this season to keep the museum 

open seven days a week in September after 

several of our summer staff returned to 

school.  

 After being in a long-term lease agree-

ment with Noel United Church since 1979, the 

East Hants Historical Society officially became 

the legal owner of the museum building and 

cemetery this year, through a property trans-

fer with Noel United Church.  

 The museum curb appeal was in top 



joined forces and are both working on the head-

stone cataloguing project.  

 The museum closed for the 2020 season 

September 30th. All research materials and sensi-

tive artifacts were transferred to the East Hants 

Historical Societies Archive and Research Center 

at 70 Park Road, Elmsdale. Due to the pandemic, 

the Archive and Research Center is open to the 

public by appointment only.  

 In closing, I would like to acknowledge the 

passing of Rollie Hilchie, a longtime neighbor of 

the Lower Selma Museum. Rollie was the epitome 

of a good neighbor, the kindness and generosity 

he showed towards the museum and Society will 

never be forgotten.  

          Jamie McLellan, Museum Chair 

Program Report 
 Program Committee Members: Barbara 

Brown (Chair), Pat Whidden, Nancy Doane, Jamie 

McLellan 

 Year Three of my tenure as Program Chair 

for the East Hants Historical Society began like 

the previous two years-- ideas and suggestions 

for topics that would interest our members that 

led to contacts with potential presenters. 

 This part of my role, the conversations with 

remarkable people who are passionate about his-

tory, is truly rewarding. Their generosity of their 

time and of their talent and their willingness to 

prepare a fascinating, well researched presenta-

tion for us, is an immense gift to our Society. 

 I would like to thank and acknowledge the 

following people who accepted the invitation to be 

part of our 2020 Program year. They were most 

understanding of how things had to change and 

all were part of conversations around new and 

creative ideas for safe presentations for our mem-

bers at a future date. They are: Blain Henshaw, 

Brian Knockwood, Holly Hanes, Mary Garland, Ra-

chel de Conde, Betty Stonehouse, and Fred An-

thony. 

 Blain Henshaw’s program went off without 

a hitch. The weather was fine, the venue per-

fect, and an appreciative audience attended to 

hear Blain’s stories and to listen to his own bal-

lads that further enhanced the tales. And, as 

good fortune would have it, The Little Peddler 

video is yours to enjoy on YouTube, thanks to 

Greg Hussey and Fred Anthony’s technical ex-

pertise. 

 Shortly after that program in early March, 

the world as we knew it, changed forever. No 

map or chart to follow, but with the guidance of 

government leaders, the expertise of medical 

researchers and the financial aid from govern-

ments, our board began to put alternate plans 

in place. Many of those plans are still in the 

formative stage for the next season. 

 It might seem rather fitting to have had 

our season begin with Blain Henshaw’s The Lit-

tle Peddler program delivered to a live audi-

ence, and then conclude in this new world with 

a virtual World War 

presentation profession-

ally prepared by Fred 

Anthony. 

 We would also like 

to thank Blain Henshaw 

for visiting the Lower 

Selma Museum in July 

and for bringing copies of The Little Peddler for 

our gift section. Blain is donating the proceeds 

of the sale of his books to the Lower Selma Mu-

seum. 

 East Hants Historical Society Members 

have been very helpful with offering ideas for 

future programs, and we would invite that to 

continue. 

        Barbara Brown, Program Chair 

Myrtle White (right) with  
Anne Boudreau  



Cemetery Report 
 Over the last few years, we have made efforts towards digitizing current records and up-

dating all recorded cemetery records within East Hants. This year we put a higher focus on lo-

cating the smaller less-known family cemeteries, with the assistance of many volunteer commu-

nity members and property owners, before their locations were lost from memory forever. Dur-

ing this focus, we were able to add four new family cemetery locations into our records with the 

addition of GPS points, photos, and mapping included into the documentation. 

 Last year, we had updated 28 cemeteries with the assistance of History Master's student 

Holly Hanes. Holly and her mother Heather Hanes, a former EHHS museum guide alumna, as-

sisted the EHHS cemetery committee by creating an updated digital record form for recording 

the cemetery head stones. For the 2020 season, 

we implemented the new process manual and form 

that was created in the end of 2019 season. With 

this new digitized form, we have recorded GPS 

points of the cemeteries, mapped and measured 

the head stones, photographed the stones, record-

ed the inscriptions and also recorded the current 

condition of the stone. 

 This summer we were lucky to again have the 

assistance of Master's Graduate Holly Hanes, stu-

dent Matt Kaut, and volunteer Heather Hanes out 

in all of our East Hants cemeteries. We have cur-

rently completed 36 cemeteries in the new format 

with over 74 cemeteries worked on this summer. 

Currently, Holly Hanes and Jenna MacPhee are 

both working part time on cemetery records into 

the month of December, thanks to the extension of 

summer grant programs. Holly is also adding vol-

unteer hours to complete an extra five more ceme-

teries this season in the new format, which will add 

to our overall completed total for the 2020 season. 

This will leave us going into 2021 season with only 

20 cemeteries in our current collection not in the 

new format. Vice-President and EHHS board mem-

ber Jamie McLellan has completed training with 

Holly, doing field and record work to have an understanding of how to 

complete the new record system. If you know of any headstone or cemetery locations we have 

not recorded, please contact the East Hants Historical Society, and we will follow up on these 

leads.             Sarah Hill, Cemetery Chair 

Matt Kaut measuring a monument 



 

 

REVENUE   

   

Revenue   

Grants  59,781.58  

Capital Asset Acquisition  1.00  

Interest Earned  22.79  

Membership fees paid  410.00  

NET REVENUE  60,215.37  

   

Other Revenue   

Collection at Meetings 233.40   

Collection at Museum 562.95   

Charitable Donations 5,289.83   

Other Donations 2,000.00   

Other Donations Materials 124.45   

TOTAL DONATIONS  8,210.63  

REVENUE PLUS DONATIONS  8,210.63  

   

SALES   

Sale of DVDs 1,120.00   

Sale of Maitland Tour Booklets 159.00   

Sale of Items Donated 75.00   

Proceeds of Annual Yard Sale 1,910.85   

Sale of Scrubbies and Dishcloths 656.80   

Sale of Books 490.00   

TOTAL SALES  4,411.65  

Total Other Revenue  4,411.65  

   

TOTAL REVENUE  72,837.65  

   

 

EXPENSE   

   

Cost of Goods Sold   

Purchases 625.63   

Net Purchases  625.63  

Total Cost of Goods Sold  625.63  

   

Payroll Expenses   

Wages & Salaries  30,599.58  

EI Expense  1,437.85  

CPP Expense  2,448.17  

Payroll Taxes Paid  2,063.34  

Total Payroll Expense  36,548.94  

   

General & Administrative Expenses   

Accounting & Legal  100.00  

Advertising & Promotions  4,902.62  

Business Fees & Assoc Memberships  108.15  

Courier & Postage  10.27  

Donations  850.00  

Equipment  250.00  

Fundraising Purchases  59.85  

Hardware and Repair Materials  94.96  

Insurance  1,339.00  

Interest & Bank Charges  149.10  

Office Supplies & Expenses  672.39  

Preservation & Presentation Expense  521.31  

Program Expenses  383.72  

Professional Services Rendered  2,980.00  

Rent  14,218.71  

Telephone & Internet  637.97  

Travel Expense  800.00  

Utilities Heat, Power, Water  694.82  

Total General & Admin. Expenses  28,772.87  

   

TOTAL EXPENSE  65,947.44  

   

NET INCOME  6,890.21  

East Hants Historical Society Income Statement                                                         

1 November 2019—31 October 2020 

Annual yard sale, Maitland, Hants Co. 



 

 

ASSET   

   

Current Assets   

Donations "In Kind" 124.45   

Petty Cash 429.95   

Savings Account 1.00   

Chequing Account 18,034.28   

Credit Union Shares Account 50.00   

Total Cash  18,639.68  

Accounts Receivable -218.64  

Total Receivable  -218.64 

Total Current Assets  18,421.04  

   

Capital Assets   

Building 40,070.92   

Net - Building  40,070.92  

Land Kennetcook  7,400.00  

Total Capital Assets  47,470.92  

   

TOTAL ASSET  65,891.96  

   

LIABILITY   

   

Current Liabilities   

EI Payable 912.49   

CPP Payable 1,644.90   

Federal Income Tax Payable 1,178.04   

Total Receiver General  3,735.43  

GST/HST Paid on Purchases -2,060.35  

GST/HST Owing (Refund)  -2,060.35 

Prepaid Sales/Deposits  300.00  

Total Current Liabilities  1,975.08  

   

TOTAL LIABILITY  1,975.08  

   

EQUITY   

   

Owners Equity   

Retained Earnings - Previous Year  57,026.67  

Current Earnings  6,890.21  

Total Owners Equity  63,916.88  

   

TOTAL EQUITY  63,916.88  

   

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY  65,891.96  

   

East Hants Historical Society Balance Sheet as of 1 November 2020 


